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The Sword and Shield
Emma Khoury

About the Author
Emma Khoury was signed by Tantor
Media for the audio of her debut novel,
The Sword & Shield.

Ezra Toth is your typical sword for hire. A dark past, a
few secrets, a talent for killing, with a sharp sword and
sharper wit. Perhaps his several dozen cats are a bit
unique but other than that… He returns from an ordinary,
arduous job to find representatives of the crown waiting
for him at his home – not so typical. They bring him
to the Crown Prince who has a problem only Ezra can
solve. Crown Prince Christophe’s brother, and possibly
even the King himself, are part of a plot to assassinate
him. With no idea who in the palace is truly loyal to who,
Ezra must navigate a myriad of potential suspects whilst
protecting the heir.

She has many Works in Progress and
one completed young adult fantasy
manuscript that is currently being
shopped by her agent, Amy Collins of
Talcott Notch.
A graduate of Ferris State University for
Criminal Justice, Khoury studied abroad
in Ireland and Japan.
She lives with her two cats, Echo and Kira,
who were the inspiration for The Sword &
Shield and her carb-loving puppy, Gipsy
Danger.
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Mistress of Legend:
Guinevere’s Tale Book 3
Nicole Evelina
Legend says Guinevere spent her final days in penance
in a convent, but that is far from the truth.

About the Author
Nicole was named Missouri’s Top
Independent Author by Library Journal
and Biblioboard as the winner of the
Missouri Indie Author Project in 2018
and has been awarded the North Street
Book Prize and the Sarton Women’s
Book Award. One of her books, Madame
Presidentess was previously optioned
for film.
Her writing has appeared in The
Huffington Post, The Philadelphia
Inquirer, The Independent Journal, Curve
Magazine and numerous historical
publications. She is one of only six
authors who completed a week-long
writing intensive taught by #1 New
York Times bestselling author Deborah
Harkness.

Having escaped death at the stake, Guinevere longs
to live a peaceful life in Brittany with Lancelot, but the
threat of Arthur’s wrath quickly separates the lovers.
Guinevere finds herself back in Camelot, but it is not the
peaceful capital she once knew; the loyalty of the people
is divided over Arthur’s role in her death sentence. When
war draws Arthur away from Britain, Mordred is named
acting king. With Morgan at his side and a Saxon in his
bed, Mordred’s thirst for power becomes his undoing
and the cause of Guinevere’s greatest heartache.
In the wake of the deadly battle that leaves the country
in civil war, Guinevere’s power as the former queen is
sought by everyone who seeks to ascend the throne.
Heartbroken and refusing to take sides in the conflict,
she flees north to her mother’s Votadini homeland,
where she is at long last reunited with Lancelot. The
quiet life she desires is just beginning when warring
tribal factions once again thrust her into an unexpected
position of power. Now charged with ending an invasion
that could bring an end to the Votadini tribe and put
the whole island in the hands of the Saxons, Guinevere
must draw upon decades of experience to try to save
the people she loves and is sworn to protect.

Nicole is a member of and book reviewer
for Historical Novel Society, and member
of Novelists, Inc., BIO (Biographers
International Organization), and the
International Arthurian Society – North
American Branch.
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Camelot’s Queen:

Guinevere’s Tale Book 2
Nicole Evelina
History remembers Guinevere’s sin, but it was Arthur
who transgressed first.

About the Author
Nicole was named Missouri’s Top
Independent Author by Library Journal
and Biblioboard as the winner of the
Missouri Indie Author Project in 2018
and has been awarded the North Street
Book Prize and the Sarton Women’s
Book Award. One of her books, Madame
Presidentess was previously optioned for
film.
Her writing has appeared in The Huffington
Post, The Philadelphia Inquirer, The
Independent Journal, Curve Magazine
and numerous historical publications.
She is one of only six authors who
completed a week-long writing intensive
taught by #1 New York Times bestselling
author Deborah Harkness.
Nicole is a member of and book reviewer
for Historical Novel Society, and member
of Novelists, Inc., BIO (Biographers
International Organization), and the
International Arthurian Society – North
American Branch.
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Forced into a marriage she neither anticipated nor
desired, Guinevere finds herself High Queen, ruling
and fighting alongside Arthur as they try to subdue the
Saxons, Irish and Picts who threaten Britain from every
direction. Though her heart still longs for her lost love,
Guinevere slowly grows to care for her husband as they
join together to defeat their enemies.
Meanwhile, within the walls of Camelot their closest
allies plot against them. One schemes to make
Guinevere his own, another seeks revenge for past
transgressions, while a third fixes her eyes on the throne.
When the unthinkable happens and Guinevere is feared
dead, Arthur installs a new woman in her place, one
who will poison his affections toward her, threatening
Guinevere’s fragile sanity and eventually driving her into
the arms of her champion.
Amid this tension a new challenge arises for the king
and queen of Camelot: finding the Holy Grail, a sacred
relic that promises lasting unity. But peace, as they will
soon learn, can be just as dangerous as war. As the
court begins to turn on itself, it becomes clear that the
quest that was to be Arthur’s lasting legacy may end in
the burning fires of condemnation.
This highly anticipated sequel to Daughter of Destiny
proves there is much more to Guinevere’s story than
her marriage and an affair. See the legend you think
you know through her eyes and live the adventure of
Camelot’s golden days yourself – but be prepared to
suffer its downfall as well.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Daughter of Destiny:
Guinevere’s Tale Book 1
Nicole Evelina
USA TODAY BESTSELLING SERIES that gives fresh life
to an age-old tale by adding historical context, brilliant
storytelling and emotional depth. Spanning more than
three decades, this retelling of Guinevere’s side of the
story unfolds a tale of a priestess who grows into the
most powerful queen and warrior England will ever know.

About the Author
Nicole was named Missouri’s Top
Independent Author by Library Journal
and Biblioboard as the winner of the
Missouri Indie Author Project in 2018
and has been awarded the North Street
Book Prize and the Sarton Women’s
Book Award. One of her books, Madame
Presidentess was previously optioned
for film.
Her writing has appeared in The
Huffington Post, The Philadelphia
Inquirer, The Independent Journal, Curve
Magazine and numerous historical
publications. She is one of only six
authors who completed a week-long
writing intensive taught by #1 New
York Times bestselling author Deborah
Harkness.
Nicole is a member of and book reviewer
for Historical Novel Society, and member
of Novelists, Inc., BIO (Biographers
International Organization), and the
International Arthurian Society – North
American Branch.
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Over 12,000 copies of this Guinevere trilogy sold to date.
While reading these books, A new angle on the story that
has been covered so completely over the years. Fans of
Kiersten White, Marion Zimmer Bradley, Philippa Gregory,
and Signe Pike will love this book.
The Guinevere’s Tale ebook Trilogy was a USA Today
Bestseller, the Nook was a #1 at B&N in Fantasy and in
the top 10 of ALL Nook ebooks. On Amazon, it was #1 in
three categories and #40 in ALL Kindle ebooks.
Daughter of Destiny, Camelot’s Queen, and Mistress of
Legend – gives fresh life to an age-old tale by adding
historical context and emotional depth. Spanning more
than three decades, it presents Guinevere as an equal
to the famous men she is remembered for loving, while
providing context for her controversial decisions and
visiting little-known aspects of her life before and after
her marriage to King Arthur.
The world of King Arthur is seen through Guinevere’s
eyes as she matures from a young priestess who never
dreamed of becoming queen to the stalwart defender of
a nation and a mistress whose choices would go down
in history. Throughout it all, Guinevere faces threats from
both foreign powers and within her own court that lead
her to place her very life on the line to protect the dream
of Camelot and save her people.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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That's What Friends Do
Cathleen Barnhart

A heartfelt and powerful debut novel for fans of Erin
Entrada Kelly and John David Anderson, That’s What
Friends Do is a book for anyone learning how to have
the hard conversations about feelings, boundaries, and
what it means to be a true friend.

About the Author
Cathleen Barnhart holds a BA in creative
writing from Carnegie Mellon University
and a Masters in fiction writing from the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst.
That’s What Friends Do is her first
published novel.

Samantha Goldstein and David Fisher have been friends
ever since they met on their town’s Little League baseball
team. But when a new kid named Luke starts hanging
out with them, what was a comfortable pair becomes
an awkward trio.
Luke’s comments make Sammie feel uncomfortable—
but all David sees is how easily Luke flirts with Sammie,
and so David decides to finally make a move on the
friend he’s always had a crush on.
Soon things go all wrong and too far, and Sammie and
David are both left feeling hurt, confused, and unsure
of themselves, without anyone to talk to about what
happened.
As rumors start flying around the school, David must try
to make things right (if he can) and Sammie must learn
to speak up about what’s been done to her.
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The Widower’s Wife
Cate Holahan

Ana Bacon, a beautiful young wife and mother, tumbled
off a cruise ship into dark and deadly waters. Ana is
gone - leaving behind her wealthy husband and adorable
daughter - but not everything about her disappearance
adds up. What secrets did she leave behind?

About the Author
Cate Holahan is an award-winning
journalist and former television producer.
Before moving to fiction, she was a staff
writer at Business Week and a producer
on CNBC’s Fast Money. Her short fiction
won first place in the 19th Annual Calliope
competition.
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Investigator Ryan Monahan is a numbers man. So when
his company sends him the Bacon case, which could
net a 10 million-dollar payout, Monahan doubts that
her death is just a tragic accident. But the husband has
a substantial alibi and a number of witnesses claim
to have seen Ana fall, and the official ruling seems to
hold up.
Still, the more Monahan uncovers about Ana’s life, the
more he realizes how many people would kill to keep her
secrets hidden. And the closer he gets to the truth, the
greater the odds grow that he, too, will take a fatal fall.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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My Always Baby
Saira Mir

MY ALWAYS BABY is about a girl who can’t wait to meet
her baby sister Nura and makes preparations for her
arrival until she realizes that she’s not coming.

About the Author
Saira Mir is an author, physician, and
pregnancy loss survivor. Her debut book
MUSLIM GIRLS RISE was published by
Salaam Reads/Simon & Schuster Books
For Young Readers in 2019.
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The traditional market for children’s picture books
that explore miscarriage (especially centering a
racially marginalized family) is untapped. As a result,
stories like MY ALWAYS BABY are in high demand,
given rising rates of perinatal mortality, particularly
via IVF. Moreover, millennial parents are raising their
children to understand and face tough issues with
honesty and strength at early ages, and often turn to
books to do so.
MY ALWAYS BABY celebrates the love and relationship
between siblings that develops even before birth.
Current available books discuss coping with death, but
do not highlight the power of love to heal.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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If You’re a Kid
Like Gavin
Gavin Grimm, Kyle Lukoff

A celebratory and empowering story from young trans
activist Gavin Grimm, Stonewall Award-winning author
Kyle Lukoff, and illustrator J Yang follows the true story
of how a young boy stood up for himself—and made
history along the way.

About the Author
Kyle Lukoff is the Stonewall Awardwinning author of A STORYTELLING OF
RAVENS (Groundwood Books, 2018),
WHEN AIDAN BECAME A BROTHER (Lee
and Low, 2019), CALL ME MAX (Reycraft,
2019) and the forthcoming MG novel
LIVE WITH THAT (Dial/PRH, 2021).

When you’re a kid like Gavin Grimm, you know yourself
best. And Gavin knew that he was a boy—even if others
saw him as a girl. But when his school took away his right
to something as simple as using the boy’s restroom,
Gavin knew he had a big decision to make.
Because there are always more choices than the ones
others give you.
Gavin chose to correct others when they got his
pronouns wrong. He asked to be respected. He stood
up for himself. Gavin proved that his school had violated
his constitutional rights and had the Supreme Court
uphold his case—bringing about a historic win for trans
rights. There are many kids out there, some just like
Gavin Grimm, and they might even be you.
What choices will you make?
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How I Got on the
Naughty List
James Tilton, Michael Meramble

A story about a little girl who is determined to plot
her way onto Santa’s naughty list, and the chaos that
ensues.
With a conscious nod to the playful creativity of
THE DAY THE CRAYONS QUIT, this text is both fresh
and timeless.

About the Author
James Tilton is the creator of
storytimeteen.com and teaches Creative
Writing at Eastside High School in
Lancaster, CA. Michael Meramble
practically lives next door to him with his
wife and two kids.
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Mia the Monster
James Tilton, Michael Meramble

A story about about a monster who discovers, to her
utter horror, that there’s a kid living on top of her bed.
With a conscious nod to the playful creativity of Hervé
Tullet’s interactive PRESS HERE books, this text gently
subverts expectations of otherness.

About the Author
James Tilton is the creator of
storytimeteen.com and teaches Creative
Writing at Eastside High School in
Lancaster, CA. Michael Meramble
practically lives next door to him with his
wife and two kids.
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The Thing that Happens
Every Day
Yael Mermelstein

About the Author
Yael Mermelstein is an award winning
author whose stories are studied for
the Israeli English matriculation exams
and featured in national textbooks.
Her picture book IZZY THE WHIZ AND
PASSOVER MCLEAN was distributed
across the U.S. by the PJ Library. She
publishes prolifically, most frequently in
Binah Magazine. Yael lives in Israel with
her family and her pet computer.
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When twelve-year-old Orville receives a clue to his
long-lost dad’s whereabouts, he’s determined to
drive cross-country and bring him home. But after
discovering Dad in a psychiatric-care facility, Orville’s
convinced his own kernels of ‘crazy’ are destined to
pop, dooming him to the same fate. Following the
instructions of a magical new friend, Orville embarks
on one last journey. If he’s successful, he’ll heal
himself—and his broken family.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Jane Darling’s
Rules of Inheritance
Megan McGee

The humor of SOPHIE KINSELLA meets the charm of
AMY E. REICHERT.

About the Author
Megan McGee is a freelance writer and
editor. She lives in Snohomish, WA with
her husband and four children, and this
is her debut novel.

9

Commitment-shy Serie Little believes there’s nothing
some homemade tiramisu and a few choice cuss
words can’t fix. But that philosophy gets shot to
hell when her long-time employer dies, leaving Serie
a generous inheritance meant to force her out of a
self-imposed rut. Now, she must make quick use of
her new-found wealth or risk forfeiting everything.
Including a chance at happiness with Rocco DeLuca,
her co-inheritor and no-strings-attached, hottie fling.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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When We Were Feral
Shasta Grant
WHEN WE WERE FERAL examines, with a quiet urgency,
the complicated, strange proximity of loss, grief, faith,
and obsession, when three teenage girls in a coastal
New England town find themselves retreating to the
woods in an attempt to solve the mystery of one of
their mothers’ disappearances.

About the Author
Shasta Grant is an Aspen Words
Emerging Writer Fellow and the author
of the chapbook Gather Us Up and Bring
Us Home (Split Lip Press, 2017). She won
the 2015 Kenyon Review Short Fiction
Contest, judged by Ann Patchett, and the
2016 SmokeLong Quarterly Kathy Fish
Fellowship. She has received residencies
from Hedgebrook and The Kerouac
Project and her work has appeared in
Cream City Review, Epiphany, Hobart,
Wigleaf, and elsewhere. She has an MFA
from Sarah Lawrence College and is an
editor at SmokeLong Quarterly.
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Dark Turns
Cate Holahan

About the Author
Cate Holahan is an award-winning
journalist and former television producer.
Before moving to fiction, she was a staff
writer at BusinessWeek and a producer
on CNBC’s Fast Money. Her short fiction
won first place in the 19th Annual Calliope
competition.

Nia Washington is an incredible ballerina. She fought
her way up from the streets and was nearing the
pinnacle of her profession when an injury and a broken
heart derailed her career. Taking a temporary job at
an elite boarding school in Connecticut was supposed
to give her time to nurse both body and soul. It was
supposed to be a safe place to launch a triumphant
comeback. It is anything but.
Shortly after she arrives at the beautiful lakeside
campus, she discovers the body of a murdered student,
and her life takes a truly dark turn. It’s not long before
she is drawn into a dangerous game of cat-and-mouse
with a ruthless killer. And Nia isn’t the only target. She
must use all of her street smarts to protect her dancers,
save a wrongfully accused student, and rescue the
man she loves.
A stunning and suspenseful tale of passion and
betrayal, Cate Holahan’s Dark Turns will take listeners
deep into the mind of a murderer and the woman who
must put an end to the killing.
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Killing in C Sharp
Alexia Gordon

Gethsemane fought off an attack by a sleazy hotel
developer who wanted to turn her Irish cottage into a
tourist trap. But now she must face a vengeful ghost
determined to exact revenge for a murder that took
place centuries ago.

About the Author
Alexia Gordon is a physician who writes
award-winning mysteries. She lives in
Chicago.

This ghost’s wrath spares no one - not Gethsemane’s
students, Inspector Niall O’Reilly, fellow teacher
Frankie Grennan, or the group of ghost hunters that has
descended on Dunmullach to capture proof that ghosts
exist....
Proof that Gethsemane has to quash to keep Eamon, her
resident ghost and friend, from becoming an internet
sensation.
As if a spiteful specter wasn’t bad enough, a crooked
music reviewer turns up dead in the opera-house
orchestra pit, a famous composer is arrested for the
crime, and Gethsemane must team up with a notorious
true-crime author to clear his name.
Because if she doesn’t, friends will die, a ghost she
cares about will never know peace, and she’ll star in a
final act gruesome enough for any opera.
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Death in D Minor
Alexia Gordon

About the Author
Alexia Gordon is a physician who writes
award-winning mysteries. She lives in
Chicago.

After solving a string of murders and getting used to
living with a snarky ghost, Gethsemane Brown tries
to rest easy. But in this second book in the series,
her roomie disappears, her landlord decides to sell
her cottage to a developer, and her brother-in-law
comes to visit. The ever-resourceful African American
musician and expatriate scrambles to call her spectral
roomie back from beyond and to find a way to save
the cottage from destruction, but those concerns
take a backseat when her brother-in-law is accused of
stealing a valuable antique. In order to try to save him,
Gethsemane strikes a deal with an investigator to go
undercover and snoop for evidence of a forgery/theft
ring. But while snooping, she accidentally conjures
the ghost of an 18th-century sea captain, ends up the
prime suspect for a murder, and races to untangle a
web of phony art and stolen antiques to exonerate
both herself and her brother-in-law before the killer
targets her.
As if a spiteful specter wasn’t bad enough, a crooked
music reviewer turns up dead in the opera-house
orchestra pit, a famous composer is arrested for the
crime, and Gethsemane must team up with a notorious
true-crime author to clear his name.
Because if she doesn’t, friends will die, a ghost
she cares about will never know peace, and she’ll star
in a final act gruesome enough for any opera.
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Execution in E
Alexia Gordon

When an influencer-turned-bridezilla shows up at the
lighthouse to capture Insta-perfect wedding photos
designed to entice sponsors to fund her lavish wedding,
Gethsemane Brown has her hands full trying to keep the
house ghost Eamon from blasting the entire wedding
party over the edge of the cliff. Then members of the
bride’s entourage start turning up dead….

About the Author
Alexia Gordon is a physician who writes
award-winning mysteries. She lives in
Chicago.
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Fatality in F
Alexia Gordon

Fresh from solving her third mystery, Gethsemane
Brown is ready to relax and enjoy her summer. Her plans
include nothing more dangerous than performing in the
opening ceremony of the annual rose and garden show
and cheering on Frankie Grennan, who has entered his
hybrid rose into the competition.

About the Author
Alexia Gordon is a physician who writes
award-winning mysteries. She lives in
Chicago.

But when a mysterious stalker starts leaving Frankie
floral bouquets as coded messages, Gethsemane fears
a copycat may be planning to recreate the still-unsolved
murders of the infamous Flower Shop Killer. Then
Frankie’s main competitor in the rose show - and the
reason his marriage failed - turns up dead in Frankie’s
rose garden. Frankie takes first prize in the category of
prime suspect.
So much for a relaxing summer.
As bodies start dropping like rose petals, Gethsemane
must judge the other suspects and find the real killer…
or rose bushes won’t be the only things dead-headed in
Dunmullach.
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Murder in G Major
Alexia Gordon

About the Author
Alexia Gordon is a physician who writes
award-winning mysteries. She lives in
Chicago.
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With few other options, African American classical
musician Gethsemane Brown accepts a less-thanideal position turning a group of rowdy schoolboys into
an award-winning orchestra. Stranded without luggage
or money in the Irish countryside, she figures any job
is better than none. The perk? Housesitting a lovely
cliffside cottage. The catch? The ghost of the cottage’s
murdered owner haunts the place. Falsely accused of
killing his wife (and himself), he begs Gethsemane to
clear his name so he can rest in peace. Gethsemane’s
reluctant investigation provokes a dormant killer and
she soon finds herself in grave danger. As Gethsemane
races to prevent a deadly encore, will she uncover the
truth or star in her own farewell performance?

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Within Plain Sight
Bruce Robert Coffin

Amid the dog days of summer, Detective Sergeant
John Byron is called to the scene of a horrific crime:
a young woman’s body, dismembered and left in an
abandoned Portland lumber yard. The killing shares
striking similarities with a spate of murders committed
in Boston by a serial killer known only as the Horseman.

About the Author
Bruce Robert Coffin is the bestselling
author of the JOHN BYRON mysteries.
A retired detective sergeant with
more than twenty-seven years in law
enforcement, he lives and writes in
Maine.
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As Byron’s team investigates the case, they quickly
push up against powerful forces in town. But Byron will
stop at nothing to find the truth, not when there is a
killer on the loose and everyone is a suspect. Has the
Horseman expanded his killing field? Is this the work of
an ingenious copycat—or is nothing what it seems? One
thing is certain: Byron must uncover the truth before
the killer strikes again.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Among the Shadows:
A Detective Byron Mystery
Bruce Robert Coffin

Fall in Portland, Maine usually arrives as a welcome
respite from summer’s sweltering temperatures and,
with the tourists gone, a return to normal life—usually.
But when a retired cop is murdered, things heat up
quickly, setting the city on edge.

About the Author
Bruce Robert Coffin is the bestselling
author of the JOHN BYRON mysteries.
A retired detective sergeant with
more than twenty-seven years in law
enforcement, he lives and writes in
Maine.

Detective Sergeant John Byron, a second-generation
cop, is tasked with investigating the case—at the very
moment his life is unraveling. On the outs with his
department’s upper echelon, separated from his wife,
and feeling the strong pull of the bottle, Byron remains
all business as he tries to solve the murder of one of
their own. And when another ex-Portland PD officer
dies under suspicious circumstances, he quickly
realizes there’s much more to these cases than meets
the eye. The closer Byron gets to the truth, the greater
the danger for him and his fellow detectives.
This taut, atmospheric thriller will appeal to fans of
Michael Connelly and John Sandford.
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Beneath the Depths:
A Detective Byron Mystery
Bruce Robert Coffin

In this latest gripping mystery from bestselling author
Bruce Robert Coffin, Detective Sergeant John Byron
is back—and ready to prove that no one on his beat is
above the law.

About the Author
Bruce Robert Coffin is the bestselling
author of the JOHN BYRON mysteries.
A retired detective sergeant with
more than twenty-seven years in law
enforcement, he lives and writes in
Maine.
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When the body of prominent Portland attorney Paul
Ramsey turns up in the bottom of Casco Bay, following
his loss of a multimillion dollar civil trial, Byron knows
it’s no accidental drowning. Golden boy Ramsey had
a dark side—and Byron believes the key to solving
his murder lies in uncovering those secrets someone
wanted buried along with him.
With the brilliant Detective Diane Joyner by his
side, Byron takes on Ramsey’s former employer, the
powerhouse law firm of Newman, Branch & DeWitt. But
delving further into the troubled waters of Ramsey’s
past only serves to lengthen the list of suspects—
unleashing a perfect storm of corruption, betrayal, and
murder that only Byron can stop. If he’s not too late.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Beyond the Truth:

Detective Byron Mystery
Bruce Robert Coffin

In this latest enthralling mystery from number-one bestselling author Bruce Robert Coffin, Detective Sergeant
John Byron faces the greatest challenge of his career.

About the Author
Bruce Robert Coffin is the bestselling
author of the JOHN BYRON mysteries.
A retired detective sergeant with
more than twenty-seven years in law
enforcement, he lives and writes in
Maine.
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When a popular high school senior is shot by police
following a late-night robbery, chaos ensues. The actions
of the officer are immediately called into question.
Amid community protests, political grandstanding,
department leaks, and reluctant witnesses, Byron and
his team must work quickly to find the missing pieces.
And when an attempt is made on the officer’s life, Byron
shifts into overdrive, putting everything on the line.
Was the attack merely retribution or something more
sinister? The search for the truth may come at a price
not even Byron can afford.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Everlasting Nora
Marie Miranda Cruz

This program includes a bonus conversation with the
author.

About the Author
Writer and scientist MARIE MIRANDA
CRUZ grew up in the Philippines and
her work reflects her multicultural roots,
both in the country of her birth and in her
adopted California. In 2010, her short
story, The Secret Princess Society, along
with Whilce Portacio’s art, appeared
in the anthology, Fractured Fables,
released in July of that year at the San
Diego Comic Con by Shadowline Comics.
Her short story Lunacy was featured in
the anthology Wolf-Girls: Dark Tales of
Teeth, Claws and Lycogyny, edited by
Hannah Kate, Published by Hic Dragones
in Manchester, England.
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An uplifting middle-grade debut about perseverance
against all odds, Marie Miranda Cruz’s debut Everlasting
Nora follows the story of a young girl living in the reallife shanty town inside the Philippines’ North Manila
Cemetery.
After a family tragedy results in the loss of both father
and home, 12-year-old Nora lives with her mother in
Manila’s North Cemetery, which is the largest shanty
town of its kind in the Philippines today.
When her mother disappears mysteriously one day,
Nora is left alone. With help from her best friend, Jojo,
and the support of his kindhearted grandmother, Nora
embarks on a journey riddled with danger in order to
find her mom. Along the way, she also rediscovers
the compassion of the human spirit, the resilience
of her community, and everlasting hope in the most
unexpected places.
PLEASE NOTE: When you purchase this title, the
accompanying PDF will be available in your Audible
Library along with the audio.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Below the Tree Line:
A Pioneer Valley Mystery
Susan Oleksiw

In the Massachusetts countryside, family secrets run
deep...but an outside threat could uproot them all

About the Author
Susan Oleksiw (Massachusetts) is the
author of the Mellingham mystery series
and the Anita Ray mystery series. She
is the co-founder of Level Best Books,
which publishes an annual anthology of
the best New England crime fiction. Her
writing has appeared in Alfred Hitchcock
Mystery Magazine and she served as
coeditor for The Oxford Companion to
Crime and Mystery Writing.
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Felicity O’Brien hopes the warning shot fired from her
porch is enough to scare off the intruder who’s been
snooping around her family’s Massachusetts farm. Days
later, when two young women are found dead nearby,
Felicity can’t figure out how the deaths are related, and
even her inherited healing touch isn’t enough to ease
the community’s pain over the tragic loss.
Felicity does know that somebody wants something
bad enough to kill for it, but all she has is the neglected
property her parents passed down to her. Joining forces
with her friend Jeremy Colson, Felicity tries to uncover
the truth and save herself and her land from those who
are capable of unthinkable harm.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Under the Eye of Kali:
An Anita Ray Mystery
Susan Oleksiw

About the Author
Susan Oleksiw is the author of two
mystery series. The first features Chief of
Police Joe Silva in the Mellingham series,
set in a coastal New England town. The
second is the Anita Ray series, featuring
Anita Ray solving crimes in South India.
Anita Ray first appeared in a number
of short stories published in national
publications and anthologies. Oleksiw
has lived and traveled extensively in India,
and written other stories and articles
about India before introducing Anita
Ray in crime fiction. Oleksiw is also well
known for her nonfiction work on crime
and mystery fiction. She is the compiler
of A Reader’s Guide to the Classic British
Mystery (1988) and co-editor of The
Oxford Companion to Crime and Mystery
Writing (1999). Her essays and reviews
have appeared in numerous anthologies
and publications.
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In the middle of the tourist season in tropical South India,
four American women meet over breakfast at Hotel
Delite, managed by Anita Ray, a young Indian American
woman, and her aunt. One of the American guests boasts
she is on her way to Thailand to smuggle medicine into
Burma. But within twenty four hours, one of the women
is deathly ill and another is missing. Anita can find no
reason for the first woman’s sudden bad turn, and a
search of the area fails to turn up the second woman. All
Anita finds is a fragment of clothing the woman was last
seen wearing. Anita continues to search for the missing
guest in the deceptively beautiful world of the tropics.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Madame Presidentess
Nicole Evelina
JUST OPTIONED FOR TV/FILM!
Forty-eight years before women were granted the right to vote, one
woman dared to run for President of the United States, yet her name
has been virtually written out of the history books.
Rising from the shame of an abusive childhood, Victoria Woodhull,
the daughter of a con-man and a religious zealot, vows to follow her
destiny, one the spirits say will lead her out of poverty to “become
ruler of her people.”
But the road to glory is far from easy. A nightmarish marriage teaches
Victoria that women are stronger and deserve far more credit than
society gives. Eschewing the conventions of her day, she strikes out
on her own to improve herself and the lot of American women.

About the Author
Nicole was named Missouri’s Top
Independent Author by Library Journal
and Biblioboard as the winner of the
Missouri Indie Author Project in 2018
and has been awarded the North Street
Book Prize and the Sarton Women’s
Book Award. One of her books, Madame
Presidentess was previously optioned
for film.
Her writing has appeared in The
Huffington Post, The Philadelphia
Inquirer, The Independent Journal, Curve
Magazine and numerous historical
publications. She is one of only six
authors who completed a week-long
writing intensive taught by #1 New
York Times bestselling author Deborah
Harkness.
Nicole is a member of and book reviewer
for Historical Novel Society, and member
of Novelists, Inc., BIO (Biographers
International Organization), and the
International Arthurian Society – North
American Branch.
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Over the next several years, she sets into motion plans that shatter the
old boys club of Wall Street and defile even the sanctity of the halls of
Congress. But it’s not just her ambition that threatens men of wealth
and privilege; when she announces her candidacy for President in the
1872 election, they realize she may well usurp the power they’ve so
long fought to protect.
Those who support her laud “Notorious Victoria” as a gifted
spiritualist medium and healer, a talented financial mind, a fresh
voice in the suffrage movement, and the radical idealist needed to
move the nation forward. But those who dislike her see a dangerous
force who is too willing to speak out when women are expected to
be quiet. Ultimately, “Mrs. Satan’s” radical views on women’s rights,
equality of the sexes, free love and the role of politics in private affairs
collide with her tumultuous personal life to endanger all she has built
and change how she is viewed by future generations.
This is the story of one woman who was ahead of her time - a woman
who would make waves even in the 21st century - but who dared to
speak out and challenge the conventions of post-Civil War America,
setting a precedent that is still followed by female politicians today.
Awards:
First Place - U.S. Women’s History category - Chaucer Awards for
Historical Fiction
Honorable Mention - Reader’s Favorite Book Awards, Fiction Historical Personage category
Finalist Eric Hoffer Book Awards (General Fiction category)

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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The Wrath of Shiva:
An Anita Ray Mystery
Susan Oleksiw

On an old estate along a quiet river in South India, a
family waits for the arrival of a granddaughter they
haven’t seen in quite a while. When she fails to appear,
they begin to worry.

About the Author
Susan Oleksiw is the author of two
mystery series. The first features Chief of
Police Joe Silva in the Mellingham series,
set in a coastal New England town. The
second is the Anita Ray series, featuring
Anita Ray solving crimes in South India.
Anita Ray first appeared in a number
of short stories published in national
publications and anthologies. Oleksiw
has lived and traveled extensively in India,
and written other stories and articles
about India before introducing Anita
Ray in crime fiction. Oleksiw is also well
known for her nonfiction work on crime
and mystery fiction. She is the compiler
of A Reader’s Guide to the Classic British
Mystery (1988) and co-editor of The
Oxford Companion to Crime and Mystery
Writing (1999). Her essays and reviews
have appeared in numerous anthologies
and publications.
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Anita Ray arrives at her grandmother’s house to comfort
the family and try to figure out where her cousin has got
to. While she is there, a maidservant falls into a trance
and reports that Devi, the Great Goddess, is angry with
the family, very angry. Even worse, the maidservant
predicts that Surya, the granddaughter, will never arrive.
When the family astrologer advises an exorcism to
cure the maidservant, Anita becomes curious about
the astrologer, his associates, and a number of family
antiques that have gone missing.
The Wrath of Shiva takes the reader into a little-known
world in Kerala, South India, a place of sacred groves
and gods who guard them, of devotees who face divine
possession and exorcists who would cure them, of
treasures that lie scattered across the Indian landscape
and those who would claim them.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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The Love of Parvati:
An Anita Ray Mystery
Susan Oleksiw

About the Author
Susan Oleksiw is the author of two
mystery series. The first features Chief of
Police Joe Silva in the Mellingham series,
set in a coastal New England town. The
second is the Anita Ray series, featuring
Anita Ray solving crimes in South India.
Anita Ray first appeared in a number
of short stories published in national
publications and anthologies. Oleksiw
has lived and traveled extensively in India,
and written other stories and articles
about India before introducing Anita
Ray in crime fiction. Oleksiw is also well
known for her nonfiction work on crime
and mystery fiction. She is the compiler
of A Reader’s Guide to the Classic British
Mystery (1988) and co-editor of The
Oxford Companion to Crime and Mystery
Writing (1999). Her essays and reviews
have appeared in numerous anthologies
and publications.
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In the foothills of South India a man struggles to free
himself from ropes tying him to an old bridge while
the monsoon rages. In the valley below, Anita Ray and
her aunt are stopped at a roadblock while the car and
luggage are searched. The police offer no explanation,
but a sharpshooter watching from a tree nearby hints at
danger.When Anita and Meena arrive at their destination,
they find Lalita Amma’s household in turmoil. Lalita’s
daughter, Valli, has left her husband, and Lalita’s son,
Prakash, the priest at a nearby temple, has left his
job temporarily. He is strangely silent about troubles
at the temple. The old servant, Thampi, has gone on
a pilgrimage and Lalita has hired a new maidservant,
Parvati, who speaks little but appears silently and
unexpectedly throughout the house as she goes about
her duties.When the monsoon clears for an afternoon,
Anita escapes from the house. On a walk through the
forest she comes across a body washed up along the
riverbank. The police whisk the body away, insisting there
is nothing sinister in the death. But Anita is certain she
saw signs the man had been attacked.In this tale Anita
comes face to face with a killer determined to exact
revenge for a code of honor broken, a lover determined to
rescue his beloved, and a woman desperate to survive.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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When Krishna Calls:
An Anita Ray Mystery
Susan Oleksiw

About the Author
Susan is well known for articles on crime
fiction. She published A Reader’s Guide
to the Classic British Mystery (G.K. Hall,
1988), and served as co-editor for The
Oxford Companion to Crime and Mystery
Writing (1999).
The Anita Ray series grew out of
Oleksiw’s lifelong interest in India, where
she lived and studied. She received a
PhD in Sanskrit from the University of
Pennsylvania.
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“In the glorious beauty of a tropical night, a young woman
abandons her daughter in the Hotel Delite compound
and flees into the darkness. In the morning Anita Ray
recognizes the child as the daughter of an employee,
but before she can track her down, the police arrive at
the hotel looking for her. She is the main suspect in the
stabbing death of her husband. This seems impossible
to Anita, but so does the discovery that Nisha and her
husband were involved with unscrupulous moneylenders
from their family’s village.
Anita is ready to let the police do their work as she
prepares for a one-woman photography show in a
prestigious gallery, but fate conspires against her. An
accident wrecks her schedule as well as her car. She
sets up her camera for one last shot, but it fails to
work. When she inspects the camera she finds a piece
of paper wrapped around the batteries and someone
else’s memory card inside.
Whether she likes it or not, Anita is drawn into the
frantic search for a young mother and the murky world
of moneylenders and debts of honor, a hidden corner of
life in South India.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Red Line:

A Matt Sinclair Novel
Brian Thiem

When a teenager from a wealthy suburb outside Oakland
is dumped at an inner city bus stop, homicide detective
Matt Sinclair catches the case. It’s his first since being
bumped to desk duty for a bust that went south - fast.
With few leads and plenty of attention, it’s the worst
kind of case to help him get back up to speed.

About the Author
Brian Thiem spent 25 years with the
Oakland Police Department, working
Homicide as a detective sergeant and
later as the commander of the Homicide
Section, as well as patrol, special
operations
(SWAT),
vice-narcotics,
and in a variety of investigation and
command positions before retiring as
a Lieutenant. He also spent 28 years of
combined active and reserve duty in the
Army, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel.
He served in various Military Police and
Criminal Investigation Division (CID)
assignments, including a tour in Iraq as
the Deputy Commander of the Criminal
Investigation Group for the Middle East.
He recently earned an MFA in Creative
Writing from Western Connecticut State
University.
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And it only gets worse as the bodies start to pile up - first
at the same bus bench, then around the city. Sinclair is
unable to link the victims to each other, and the killer is
just getting started. Time is running out for Sinclair’s
career, not to mention for the people closest to him.
With Red Line, Brian Thiem, a veteran of the Oakland
police department and the Iraq war, has written a
nuanced police procedural filled with the kind of insight
that could come only from a detective who has walked
the streets and lived the life.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Thrill Kill:

A Matt Sinclair Novel
Brian Thiem

About the Author
Brian Thiem spent 25 years with the
Oakland Police Department, working
Homicide as a detective sergeant and
later as the commander of the Homicide
Section, as well as patrol, special
operations
(SWAT),
vice-narcotics,
and in a variety of investigation and
command positions before retiring as
a Lieutenant. He also spent 28 years of
combined active and reserve duty in the
Army, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel.
He served in various Military Police and
Criminal Investigation Division (CID)
assignments, including a tour in Iraq as
the Deputy Commander of the Criminal
Investigation Group for the Middle East.
He recently earned an MFA in Creative
Writing from Western Connecticut State
University.
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Cops in Oakland seldom meet people whose lives are
going well. That’s certainly the case when homicide
sergeant Matt Sinclair recognizes the dead woman
hanging from a tree as a teenage runaway named Dawn
he arrested 10 years before. And as Sinclair and his
partner, Cathy Braddock, soon learn, many of Dawn’s
clients, not to mention the local and federal officials
who protect them, will go to any length to keep the
police from digging too deep into her past.
Then the killer goes public, and Sinclair and Braddock
must race to uncover the secrets Dawn was killed to
protect before the killer unleashes a major attack on a
scale the city has never seen before. But in the process,
Sinclair runs into secrets from his own past - some of
which could end his homicide career for good.
With Thrill Kill, the second novel in the Detective Matt
Sinclair mystery series, Brian Thiem, a veteran of the
Oakland Police Department and the Iraq War, has written
a nuanced police procedural that could be written
only by a trained detective with years of hard-earned
experience.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Shallow Grave:

A Matt Sinclair Novel
Brian Thiem

When the Oakland coroner’s office uncovers a body
buried in a shallow grave in the outskirts of the city,
homicide sergeant Matt Sinclair expects to find a drug
dealer caught in the crosshairs of a turf war. Instead, the
victim is identified as Phil Roberts, the commander of
the police department’s intelligence unit and Sinclair’s
former partner.

About the Author
Brian Thiem spent 25 years with the
Oakland Police Department, working
Homicide as a detective sergeant and
later as the commander of the Homicide
Section, as well as patrol, special
operations
(SWAT),
vice-narcotics,
and in a variety of investigation and
command positions before retiring as
a Lieutenant. He also spent 28 years of
combined active and reserve duty in the
Army, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel.
He served in various Military Police and
Criminal Investigation Division (CID)
assignments, including a tour in Iraq as
the Deputy Commander of the Criminal
Investigation Group for the Middle East.
He recently earned an MFA in Creative
Writing from Western Connecticut State
University.
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Police brass want to pin the murder on a dead member
of an outlaw motorcycle gang and they want the case
closed quickly, but Sinclair and his current partner, Cathy
Braddock, aren’t satisfied with that answer. As Sinclair
delves into the details of Roberts’s past, secrets from
his work and personal life come to the surface—secrets
that some people will go to any length to keep buried.
But Sinclair won’t stop until he finds the truth, even if it
means sacrificing his former partner’s reputation and
possibly his own career.
With Shallow Grave, Brian Thiem brings back his beloved
detective for a thrilling third adventure in his acclaimed
police procedural series.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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No Virgin Island:

A Sabrina Salter Mystery, Book 1
C. Michele Dorsey

Sabrina Salter traded a high-pressure job as a Boston
meteorologist for life as an innkeeper on St. John. But
storm clouds roll in when Sabrina finds Carter Johnson,
her most attractive guest, tucked up in a hammock
way past check-out time... and he’s not just dead to
the world, he’s just plain dead - with a bullet hole in his
chest.

About the Author
C. Michele Dorsey is a lawyer, mediator
and adjunct professor of law, who finds
inspiration and serenity on the island of
St. John, USVI, where No Virgin Island
is set.
She was a finalist in St. Martin’s Minotaur
Books/Malice Domestic Competition in
2013 for an early version of No Virgin
Island (then titled I, Sabrina), in 2012 for
Oh Danny Girl, and in 2004 for My Pink
Slippers.
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This isn’t the first time Sabrina has seen a dead body,
and the island police are well aware of that. Thanks to
her checkered history, not to mention the fact that she
was the last person who saw Carter alive and far from
entirely clothed, she finds herself marked as the prime
suspect.
The US Virgin Islands may be the sort of place where
even defense attorneys wear flip-flops, but the laidback life is over for Sabrina unless she can clear her
name. She sets out to solve the crime, only to find
herself caught in a tidal wave of adultery, kidnapping,
identity fraud, and murder.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Permanent Sunset:

A Sabrina Salter Mystery, Book 2
C. Michele Dorsey

Former television meteorologist Sabrina Salter’s new life
in paradise was idyllic, sprinkled with new friendships,
romance and a successful villa rental business, which
just landed Villa Nirvana, the newest and most opulent
villa in the Virgin Islands. But island life isn’t all sun and
sand.

About the Author
C. Michele Dorsey is a lawyer, mediator
and adjunct professor of law, who finds
inspiration and serenity on the island of
St. John, USVI, where No Virgin Island
is set.
She was a finalist in St. Martin’s Minotaur
Books/Malice Domestic Competition in
2013 for an early version of No Virgin
Island (then titled I, Sabrina), in 2012 for
Oh Danny Girl, and in 2004 for My Pink
Slippers.
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During the villa’s opening weekend, Sabrina discovers
the body of a bride murdered on the eve of her wedding
to the villa owner. The case gives the police a new
reason to scrutinize Sabrina and her business, which
they suggest provides inadequate security for its guests
and should lose its license. Unless Sabrina can show
the bride’s murder was unrelated to her or her business,
her life on St. John will be over before sundown.
In order to clear her name and salvage her business,
Sabrina dives into the deep end of an investigation riddled
with infidelity, fraud, identity theft, and conspiracy in
Permanent Sunset, the second in C. Michele Dorsey’s
riveting mystery series.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Maggie Dove
Susan Breen

Susan Breen introduces a delightful new series heroine
in this poignant and absorbing cozy mystery with a bite.
Maggie Dove thinks everyone in her small Westchester
County community knows everyone else’s secrets.
Then murder comes to town.

About the Author
Susan Breen’s debut novel, The Fiction
Class, was published by Plume/
Penguin. Her stories and articles have
appeared in many magazines, among
them Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine,
Best American Non-Required Reading,
composejournal.com, Writer’s Digest
and The Writer. She teaches at Gotham
Writers in Manhattan and she’s on
the faculty of the New York Pitch
Conference, South Carolina Writers
Workshop and the Women’s National
Book Association. She’s a member of
MWA and Sisters-in-Crime.
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When Sunday School teacher Maggie Dove finds her
hateful next-door neighbor Marcus Bender lying dead
under her beloved oak tree—the one he demanded
she cut down—she figures the man dropped dead
of a mean heart. But Marcus was murdered, and the
prime suspect is a young man Maggie loves like a son.
Peter Nelson was the worst of Maggie’s Sunday School
students; he was also her late daughter’s fiancé, and
he’s been a devoted friend to Maggie in the years since
her daughter’s death.
Maggie can’t lose Peter, too. So she sets out to find
the real murderer. To do that, she must move past the
grief that has immobilized her all these years. She must
probe the hidden corners of her little village on the
Hudson River. And, when another death strikes even
closer to home, Maggie must find the courage to defend
the people and the town she loves—even if it kills her.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Maggie Dove’s
Detective Agency
Susan Breen

About the Author
Susan Breen’s debut novel, The Fiction
Class, was published by Plume/
Penguin. Her stories and articles have
appeared in many magazines, among
them Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine,
Best American Non-Required Reading,
composejournal.com, Writer’s Digest
and The Writer. She teaches at Gotham
Writers in Manhattan and she’s on the
faculty of the New York Pitch Conference,
South Carolina Writers Workshop and
the Women’s National Book Association.
She’s a member of MWA and Sisters-inCrime.
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After catching the killer who shook her small Hudson
River town, former Sunday School teacher Maggie Dove
stumbled onto an exciting new career and found a way
to take her mind off her own tragic past. Now, despite
her best efforts to promote the agency, Maggie can’t
seem to land any new cases—until Racine Stern, one of
the village’s wealthiest residents, offers her a thousand
dollars to convince her “evil” sister, Domino, to stay out
of town.
While Maggie’s business partner thinks she’s crazy for
turning down a potential client, she doesn’t want her
agency to get a reputation for accommodating bizarre
requests. However, Maggie is soon caught up in the
family drama anyway. Racine may fear for her life—
and her inheritance—but it’s Domino who takes the fall
when she plunges to her death from a tower at Stern
Manor. Was it an accident or something more sinister?
Maggie’s investigation will test her faith—and her ability
to survive.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net

FALL/WINTER 2022

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Poison Ivy:

A Martha’s Vineyard Mystery
Cynthia Riggs

On her first day as adjunct professor at Ivy Green
College, Victoria Trumbull recognizes the stench
emanating from her classroom as more than just dead
mice. Brownie, the groundskeeper’s mangy mutt, soon
discovers a second body hiding beneath a cluster of
poison ivy.

About the Author
CYNTHIA RIGGS is the author of eleven
books in the Martha’s Vineyard mystery
series. She was born on Martha’s Vineyard
and is the eighth generation to live in her
family homestead which she runs as
a bed and breakfast catering to poets,
writers, and other creative people. She
lives in West Tisbury, Massachusetts.

The stakes have never been higher for Ivy Green, which
is on the brink of losing already-lukewarm support
from its accredited partner, Cape Cod University.
Thackery Wilson, the founder of Ivy Green, worries that
the bad publicity from the murders will obliterate the
financial and academic support the tiny college and its
dependent students desperately need. As the bodies
continue to pile up, all tenure committee members,
Victoria and Brownie find themselves hunting a serial
killer and trying to save the college.
This charming 11th entry in Cynthia Rigg’s Martha’s
Vineyard mystery series brings the island to life with
a cast of eccentric characters led by a unique and
endearing sleuth.
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Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Bloodroot:

A Martha’s Vineyard Mystery
Cynthia Riggs

It’s just another day at the dentist’s office for Victoria
Trumbull when fellow patient, wealthy Mrs. Wilmington,
dies. It’s an unfortunate, though seemingly not
murderous incident, but the receptionist is hysterical,
so one of the dental assistants offers to drive her home.
But after making a quick pit stop, he finds her body
floating in the harbor.

About the Author
CYNTHIA RIGGS is the author of the
Martha’s Vineyard mystery series and the
guidebook Victoria Trumbull’s Martha’s
Vineyard. She started writing the series
while earning her MFA at Vermont
College at age 68. Prior to becoming
an author, she qualified for the 1948
Olympic fencing team, was the seventh
woman to set foot on the South Pole, and
crossed the Atlantic twice in a thirty-twofoot sailboat. Riggs gives weekly lectures
onboard tourist ships during the summer
and shepherds two writing groups. She
lives in West Tisbury, Massachusetts
where she runs a bed and breakfast out
of the homestead that has been in her
family for eight generations.
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With the police shorthanded due to an upcoming
presidential visit, it’s up to Victoria to take on the case.
As she wrestles with her ex-son-in-law, a $3 million will,
and a deadly dental clinic, Mrs. Trumbull discovers that
nothing in the case is quite what it seems.
Bloodroot is the latest in Cynthia Riggs’ longstanding
Martha’s Vineyard mystery series, filled with delightful
characters and charming descriptions of the beautiful
island.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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The Paperwhite Narcissus:
A Martha’s Vineyard Mystery
Cynthia Riggs

Cynthia Riggs draws from a lifetime’s intimacy with
fabled Martha’s Vineyard and its people to create an
irresistible series filled with murder and a unique
atmosphere.

About the Author
CYNTHIA RIGGS is the author of the
Martha’s Vineyard mystery series and the
guidebook Victoria Trumbull’s Martha’s
Vineyard. She started writing the series
while earning her MFA at Vermont
College at age 68. Prior to becoming
an author, she qualified for the 1948
Olympic fencing team, was the seventh
woman to set foot on the South Pole, and
crossed the Atlantic twice in a thirty-twofoot sailboat. Riggs gives weekly lectures
onboard tourist ships during the summer
and shepherds two writing groups. She
lives in West Tisbury, Massachusetts
where she runs a bed and breakfast out
of the homestead that has been in her
family for eight generations.
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A small town, even one detached from the mainland,
has its share of unpleasant residents. When a developer
with an unhappy wife, a bullish attitude toward women,
and a much-frowned-upon plan is murdered, not many
tears are shed. The case naturally falls to Victoria
Trumbull, the 92-year-old, sharp-witted sheriff’s deputy.
Served by her in-depth knowledge of the island and her
indomitable drive, Victoria is on the trail again: bunions,
lilac-bough cane, and all.`

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net

FALL/WINTER 2022

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

The Beebalm Murders:
A Martha’s Vineyard Mystery
Cynthia Riggs

The one-of-a-kind sleuth Victoria Trumbull must solve
another puzzling mystery on Martha’s Vineyard, her
Island home.

About the Author
CYNTHIA RIGGS is the author of the
Martha’s Vineyard mystery series and the
guidebook Victoria Trumbull’s Martha’s
Vineyard. She started writing the series
while earning her MFA at Vermont
College at age 68. Prior to becoming
an author, she qualified for the 1948
Olympic fencing team, was the seventh
woman to set foot on the South Pole, and
crossed the Atlantic twice in a thirty-twofoot sailboat. Riggs gives weekly lectures
onboard tourist ships during the summer
and shepherds two writing groups. She
lives in West Tisbury, Massachusetts
where she runs a bed and breakfast out
of the homestead that has been in her
family for eight generations.
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It’s spring on the Island, and at the suggestion of
her beekeeper, Victoria takes in a new boarder, Orion
Nanopoulos. Orion is leading a project to lay a fiberoptic cable across the island. When a body is found in
the trench where they are laying the cable, Orion tells
Victoria he recognizes the dead man as someone who
was a potential investor. Victoria, renowned for her
skill at solving crimes and for her knowledge about the
Island’s residents, is hired by the dead man’s sons to
investigate the murder.
The Bee Balm Murders is the tenth entry in this delightful
cozy series. Boasting a unique heroine, an eccentric
cast, and beautiful descriptions of Martha’s Vineyard,
it’s sure to please fans and create new ones.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net

FALL/WINTER 2022

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Shooting Star:

A Martha’s Vineyard Mystery
Cynthia Riggs

In Shooting Star, ninety-two-year-old poet Victoria
Trumbull becomes embroiled in controversy at the
community theater on Martha’s Vineyard. The new
artistic director has announced plans to replace local
amateur talent with off-Island professionals, and the
cast and crew react murderously

About the Author
CYNTHIA RIGGS is the author of eleven
books in the Martha’s Vineyard mystery
series. She was born on Martha’s Vineyard
and is the eighth generation to live in her
family homestead which she runs as
a bed and breakfast catering to poets,
writers, and other creative people. She
lives in West Tisbury, Massachusetts.
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The Cemetery Yew:

A Martha’s Vineyard Mystery
Cynthia Riggs

About the Author
CYNTHIA RIGGS is the author of eleven
books in the Martha’s Vineyard mystery
series. She was born on Martha’s Vineyard
and is the eighth generation to live in her
family homestead which she runs as
a bed and breakfast catering to poets,
writers, and other creative people. She
lives in West Tisbury, Massachusetts.
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There’s more than one reason why the new West
Tisbury police chief officially made 92-year-old Victoria
Trumbull her deputy. For one thing, Victoria knows just
about everything about everyone in Martha’s Vineyard,
not to mention their ancestors. She may be 92, but she
is as sharp and as sharp-eyed as the proverbial tack.
So when Victoria is the only one who spots something
amiss among the gravestones of the West Tisbury
cemetery, it’s no surprise that the police chief listens.
Something is indeed amiss. A request comes from
presumed relatives in the Midwest to disinter a coffin
for reburying elsewhere. Things go wrong from there.
When, as a last measure, the coffin is found, dug up,
and opened, it does not contain the expected body.
Then the coffin itself disappears.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Dying for Attention
James T. Shannon

Matthew “Chug” O’Malley, a former Boston columnist
and TV personality, only takes the substitute teacher job
at nearby Prescott High so he can write a book about a
year in the life of a typical high school. But within a very
short time, four of his students are shooting at him, an
green-eyed senior is trying to seduce him, and then the
real trouble begins.

About the Author
James T. Shannon is a college
English teacher but spent much of
his career in a high school setting
similar to this novel’s setting. He’s
published in publications from TV
Guide and Mad to Alfred Hitchcock
Mystery Magazine and Ellery Queen
Mystery Magazine.
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People start dying and the killer keeps sends notes to
Chug, telling him that he must write about the killings
and make him famous. Chug joins forces with local
detective Miranda Cusack to solve the case—before he
becomes the next victim.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Rich Boys
Heather L. Benton

About the Author
Heather Leigh Hunt writes for The
Oakland Press—one of Detroit’s largest
newspapers—as well as The Hunger
Games and Catching Fire movie
websites, through which she was
featured on Reelz TV’s Hunger Games
special: “Inside the Arena” as an expert
from the blogosphere.
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RICH BOYS is the darkly exhilarating story of promising
young dancer Autumn Wright, whose love for the rich
boys next door nearly ruins her life. Alex has been her
best friend since childhood—and as they’ve grown older
she’s hoped for more. Home for the holidays, she and
the boys hang out together, as they have always done.
When Alex reveals his feelings for her, it looks like her
dream may finally come true.
But that dream becomes a nightmare when he drugs
her, and whisks her away on a luxury train bound for his
family’s imposing hunting lodge in the remote Canadian
wilderness. Her effort to escape the train fails, and
she ends up his captive in the cold mansion in the
woods. Will Sam realize where they are—and come to
her rescue? As a blizzard rages outside and Alex rages
inside, Autumn realizes that her beloved childhood
friend no longer exists, and that she must find a way to
defeat the madman he’s become—before it’s too late.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Babies Don’t Make Small
Talk (So Why Should I?):
The Introvert’s Guide to
Surviving Parenting
Julie Vick

A baby can be a good excuse to skip a party, but...goodbye
alone time, hello awkward new social obligations.

About the Author
Julie Vick is the author of the humorous
advice book for new parents Babies Don’t
Make Small Talk (So Why Should I?): The
Introvert’s Guide to Surviving Parenthood
(Countryman Press, 2021). Her writing
has appeared in New Yorker Daily Shouts,
Real Simple, Parents, McSweeney’s, and
The Washington Post. She is an English
Instructor at the University of Colorado
Denver.
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All parents want the same things: to balance work and
home life, to raise happy kids, to never attend a baby
drumming class, and to build a secret room in their
home where they can hide (preferably not the bathroom).
Yes, an introverted parent would more keenly want to
be free of the slew of attention and expectations that
accompany both pregnancy and parenthood, but even
the most outgoing person is sure to reach their limit
eventually.
Here, with laugh-out-loud humor and well-earned
experience, Julie Vick offers coping mechanisms for
everything from sharing the news that you are becoming
a parent to the moment the baby is born (one way or
another, it will happen), from managing doctor’s visits
to handling playdates. She offers advice on finding
childcare and ignoring the nursing versus formula
conversation with strangers. Witty yet valuable, her
tips and checklists focus on the time from pregnancy
through preschool.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Jokes to Offend Men
Kate Herzlin, Ali Kelley,
Danielle Kraese, Isabel Yates

About the Author
Allison Kelley, Danielle Kraese, Kate
Herzlin, and Ysabel Yates have collectively
published over 100 humor pieces for
publications including The New Yorker,
The New York Times, McSweeney’s, and
Reductress. As frequent collaborators,
their writing style is empathetic, personal,
and unapologetically feminist, aimed at
giving readers a sense of catharsis and
skewering the patriarchy. They live in
New York City.
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JOKES TO OFFEND MEN is a feminist joke book that
transforms classic jokes into a suit of armor. It builds off
the success of the viral McSweeney’s piece, “Jokes I’ve
Told That My Male Colleagues Didn’t Like,” which has
been shared over 100,000 times, viewed over 250,000
times, and was featured in the publication’s Top 20 for
2020 list.
It’s 2022, and Greg is still taking credit for our work
(now over Zoom!), men still aren’t doing their fair share
of childcare and housework, and Uncle Larry still thinks
the #MeToo movement has “gone too far.” We have a
long way to go, and taking a break to laugh is essential
for staying sane. JOKES TO OFFEND MEN gives readers
the space to laugh instead of cry and allows them to go
from being the punchline to punching back.
The authors collectively share in the belief that comedy
should empower rather than disenfranchise. JOKES TO
OFFEND MEN delivers on this mission with timeless
jokes for a new era.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Shard
James R. Benn

Private Ethan Shard is part of the US Army of Occupation
in Japan, 1950, knee-deep in the black market, getting
rich stealing from the Army and selling to Japanese
gangs. All that changes when the North Koreans invade
South Korea and overwhelm the defending forces. Ethan
Shard is sent to war, along with his partner-in-crime Elliot
“Skitter” Skinner, part of a hastily organized force in a
desperate attempt to halt the North Korean advance.
In their first skirmish, the two men are captured. It will
take all of Shard’s strength to help survive the brutality
of the climate, their captors, and their own natures in
this novel of captivity, betrayal, and endurance.

About the Author
I’m a graduate of the University of Connecticut and received my MLS
degree from Southern Connecticut State University. I am a member
of the Mystery Writers of America, and the Author’s Guild. I worked in
the library and information technology fields for over thirty-five years
before retiring to work full-time.
I live on the Gulf Coast of Florida and Hadlyme, Connecticut, with my
wife Deborah Mandel, a retired psychotherapist who currently works
as a copyeditor and writer who offers many insights, a good critical
read, and much else. We have two sons and seven grandchildren.
I’ve learned two valuable lessons since I started writing which have
helped me greatly. The first is a quote from Oscar Wilde, who said “The
art of writing is the art of applying the seat of one’s pants to a chair.”
The second is from novelist Rachel Basch, who told me “the story has
to move down, as well as forward.” Both sound simple. Neither is.
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Before the Fall
Orna Ross

“A highly ambitious, engaging, and evocative novel and a
hauntingly captivating read.”- The Sunday Independent
What happens when a woman is haunted by the sins of
her foremothers–and the men who betrayed them?

About the Author
Orna Ross is a bestselling and awardwinning author. She writes historical
fiction, and inspirational poetry as well
as publishing guides for authors. In 2021,
she has won two awards for her fiction
and has been named “one of the 100
most influential people in publishing.”
Born and raised in Co. Wexford, Ireland,
she now lives in London. Orna founded
the Alliance of Independent Authors
(ALLi), and when not running ALLi,
penning poems, or conjuring novels
about murderous families in centuries
past, Orna has is a passionate advocate
for self-publishing as artistic expression,
as a viable business option for authors.
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Facing the birth of her child, and single motherhood, Jo
Devereux has spent the last six months in Mucknamore,
the Irish village she fled twenty years ago.
A trunk of letters and diaries left by her grandmother and
great-aunt has revealed a heartbreaking legacy of bitter
secrets that have haunted the women of her family for
four generations.
Now she must find out the ultimate truth: What other
secrets and lies lie under her mother’s and grandmother’s
unshakeable silence? How does it connect with her
failed life as a gender-bending agony aunt in San
Franciso? And what of Rory… her lost love, son of her
family’s sworn enemies?
Will Jo’s mission to uncover the past unlock a possible
future together? Or are they about to lose everything all
over again?
As she pieces together the poisonous fragments of the
past, Jo must now face into the guilt and shame that
were her legacy and see how she might best redeem
them in her own life.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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After the Rising
Orna Ross

A death in the present—a killing in the past.

About the Author
Orna Ross is a bestselling and awardwinning author. She writes historical
fiction, and inspirational poetry as well
as publishing guides for authors. In 2021,
she has won two awards for her fiction
and has been named “one of the 100
most influential people in publishing.”
Born and raised in Co. Wexford, Ireland,
she now lives in London. Orna founded
the Alliance of Independent Authors
(ALLi), and when not running ALLi,
penning poems, or conjuring novels
about murderous families in centuries
past, Orna has is a passionate advocate
for self-publishing as artistic expression,
as a viable business option for authors.
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After twenty years away, Jo Devereux flies home to
Ireland for her mother’s funeral — the mother she hasn’t
spoken to for more than two decades. Every minute
there reminds her of all the reasons she left and she has
no desire to reacquaint herself with her home village. Or
with Rory O’Donovan, her lost love.
Then, she reads her mother’s will. Her inheritance
is a chest full of letters and journals, written by her
grandmother and great-aunt, that answer a long held
secret. Who murdered her great-uncle in the Irish Civil
War.. and why? How did what an uprising for Irish
freedom and independence degenerate into a bitter
civil war where neighbor turned against neighbor, and
family against family– leaving a legacy of lies, secrets,
and silences for generations to come?
As Jo unearths the bitter, buried history she shares with
Rory she finally understands why their love was doomed
from the start. But what about now? Can she stay true
to both her heart and her heritage? She knows from
her own life how the wild energy of rebellion can carry
someone away… but what happens after the rising?

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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Blue Mercy
Orna Ross

A literary family drama with a murder at its heart.
When Mercy Mulcahy was 40 years old, she was accused
of killing her elderly and tyrannical father. Now, at the
end of her life, she has written a book about what really
happened on that fateful night of Christmas Eve, 1989.

About the Author
Orna Ross is a bestselling and awardwinning author. She writes historical
fiction, and inspirational poetry as well
as publishing guides for authors. In 2021,
she has won two awards for her fiction
and has been named “one of the 100
most influential people in publishing.”
Born and raised in Co. Wexford, Ireland,
she now lives in London. Orna founded
the Alliance of Independent Authors
(ALLi), and when not running ALLi,
penning poems, or conjuring novels
about murderous families in centuries
past, Orna has is a passionate advocate
for self-publishing as artistic expression,
as a viable business option for authors.
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The tragic and beautiful Mercy has devoted her life to
protecting Star from her father, Star’s grandfather. His
behavior so blighted her own life – she never wanted it
to touch her darling daughter.
Yet Star won’t even read the manuscript. Star’s contempt
for Mercy is as painful as it is inexplicable.
Why? What has Mercy done? What is she hiding? Was
her father’s death, as many believe, an assisted suicide?
Or something even more sinister?
In this book, nothing is what it seems on the surface, and
everywhere there are emotional twists and surprises.
Set in Ireland and California, Blue Mercy is a compelling
novel, combing lyrical description with a page-turning
style. It is an enthralling tale of love, loss, and the everpresent possibility of redemption.

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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What the Zhang Boys Know:
A Novel in Stories
Clifford Garstang

About the Author
Clifford Garstang is the author of five
works of fiction including the novels
Oliver’s Travels and The Shaman of Turtle
Valley and the short story collections
House of the Ancients and Other Stories,
What the Zhang Boys Know, and In an
Uncharted Country. He is also the editor
of the acclaimed anthology series,
Everywhere Stories: Short Fiction from
a Small Planet. A former international
lawyer, he lives in the Shenandoah Valley
of Virginia.
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“Clifford Garstang presents one of the more memorable
settings I’ve seen in any book, Nanking Mansion, a
renovated tenement in D.C.’s Chinatown, filled with
characters whose stories are more fantastic than they
first appear. In prose that is measured and confident,
he carefully works to show us how these characters’
grief and loneliness becomes unified by their collective
setting to transform into something utterly beautiful
and unforgettable. What a world Garstang has built for
us, and how grateful I was to discover it.”
— Kevin Wilson, author of Tunneling to the Center of the
Earth and NYT Bestseller The Family Fang

Please contact Amy Collins for more information. ACollins@talcottnotch.net
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The Book of Jeremiah:
A Novel in Stories
Julie Zuckerman

Julie Zuckerman’s moving and engrossing debut novelin-stories, The Book of Jeremiah, tells the story of
awkward but endearing Jeremiah Gerstler--the son of
Jewish immigrants, brilliant political science professor,
husband, father.

About the Author
Though an avid reader from an early age,
Julie discovered her passion for writing
fiction in her late 30s. She has since
published over thirty stories and essays,
many of which can be found online. Her
fiction and nonfiction have appeared
in a variety of publications, including
CRAFT, Tikkun, The SFWP Quarterly,
The MacGuffin, Salt Hill, Sixfold, Ellipsis,
MoonPark Review, Crab Orchard Review,
Jewish Women’s Archive and others.
The Book of Jeremiah was the runner-up
for the 2018 Press 53 Award for Short
Fiction and is her debut collection.
Julie holds a BA in political science from
Barnard College, Columbia University,
and a MA in international relations
from Columbia University’s School of
International and Public Affairs.

Jeremiah has yearned for respect and acceptance his
entire life, and no matter his success, he still strives
for more. As a boy, he was feisty and irreverent and
constantly compared to his sweet and well-behaved
older brother, Lenny. At the university, he worries he is a
token hire. Occasionally, he’s combative with colleagues,
especially as he ages. But there is a sweetness to
Gerstler, too, and an abiding loyalty and affection
for those he loves. When he can overcome his worst
impulses, his moments of humility become among the
best measures of his achievements.
Spanning eight decades and interwoven with the Jewish
experience of the 20th century, Julie Zuckerman charts
Jeremiah’s life from boyhood, through service in WWII,
to marriage and children, a professorship and finally
retirement, with compassion, honesty, and a respect
that even Gerstler himself would find touching.

A native of Connecticut, she now lives
in Modiin, Israel, with her husband and
four children. When she’s not writing, she
can be found reading, running, biking,
birdwatching, baking or trying to grow
things in her garden.
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